
 
Newsletter – January 2018  

Annual dinner and prize giving – Sunday 4th February 7pm for 7:30pm, Stirling 
Highland Hotel, Spittal Street, FK8 1DU tel 01786 272726 
Tickets are £30 each including wine on the table and can be booked by telephoning 07399 
452015 or emailing Jobailey@beefshorthorn.org  A limited number of rooms are available at 
a special Society rate of £93 pppn (double) and £83 pppn (single) which can be booked directly 
through the hotel quoting ‘Beef Shorthorn’.  We hope as many of you as possible will join us. 
 

Opt in rather than opt out - we are now required to have your permission to ‘opt in’ in order 
for your details to appear in our online member enquiry service via the website.  Members are 
encouraged to complete and return the enclosed form as soon as                                                                      
possible.  Unless permission is given in writing we will no longer be able to share this 
information which many members and potential purchasers find extremely useful. 

 
Annual subscriptions are now due – please pay promptly as having to chase outstanding 
invoices costs the Society a lot of time and money. 
 
Revised Female Registration fees – as of 1st January 2018 registrations increase to £28 
plus VAT for females under four months old; to £56 plus VAT for females between four and 
12 months; and remain at £100 plus VAT for animals over 12 months. 
 
Important changes to registrations from 1st January 2018 – Bull calf registration fees 
remain unchanged for 2018 (£25.00 plus VAT for bull calves under four months, £50.00 plus 
VAT for bull calves four to 12 months and £200.00 plus VAT for bull calves over twelve 
months) however prior to registration all bull calves must now be sire verified at a current cost 
of £27 plus VAT which covers the testing for up to three sires, all possible sire details must 
be given at the time of submission (additional fees will apply if no sire passes parental 
verification). The Society will also test for the myostatin gene and this will be at the Society’s 
expense; myostatin testing is to inform the Society of the breed’s status and this information 
may be published. 
Registration fees for imports remain the same but all imports must be sire verified, TH tested 
and myostatin tested before entry into the herd book at a current cost of £38.00 plus VAT, 
please note that where sire genotypes are not available or where sire genotypes are not 
already held by the Society additional charges will apply. 
Progeny arising from embryo transfer must be parentage verified, TH and myostatin tested.  
The costs for parentage verification depend upon the genotype availability for the sire and 
dam.  Please contact the office for further information.  
Please note that turnaround is approximately eight weeks where all the information is available 
at the time of sample submission. 
 
Polled trait analysis – this is now available through the Society at a cost of £2.50 plus VAT 
(when requested at the time of sample submission for sire verification). 
 

Passport details - please remember to put Beef Shorthorn or Beef Shorthorn 
Cross and the sire’s number to ensure cattle are eligible for Morrisons. Remind 
your commercial buyers to do this too.  
 
 

Email addresses – with postal costs rising we are moving towards contact through email 
whenever possible.  However, we do not hold this information for every member and for many 
members the email addresses we hold are out of date.  Please check that your email 
addresses held on our database is correct (this information can be found on our website under 
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Database > Member Enquiry) and let us know if any amendments are required.  We would 
also appreciate email addresses for members who have not already submitted one.  
 
Annual Accounts -  ahead of our AGM on Sunday 4th February our accounts will be available 
to view and download via our website. 
 
Thank you to Mark and Tracy Severn of the Highlee herd who 
kindly brought Millerston Jester to our Society stand at Agri-Expo in 
October and generously donated five straws of semen to the winner 
of our competition to ‘Guess the weight of the Bull’.  Jester was 
weighed on arrival and clocked in at 1192kgs, well done to Tonia 
Tailford who was the closest at 1190kgs!  
 
Wales and Borders Club Herd Competition results – 
unfortunately these were missed out of the Journal.  Very many congratulations to the Frenni 
herd of Brian and Eiryth Thomas, winners of the Overall Champion Herd.  The full write up 
and results are on the website. 
 
Southern Club new officers and link to corrected herd competition results and Central 
Club new officers - these can be found on the website under the Clubs link. 
 
Croxton Park Herd wins AHDB Beef & Lamb Progressive Herd award for the Beef 
Shorthorn breed! 
The Croxton Park herd, owned by Mr & Mrs A Bowkett from Croxton, Cambridge has been 
recognised by AHDB Beef & Lamb as the most progressive herd of Beef Shorthorn cattle 
based on the herd’s genetic merit and improvement in 2017. 

The herd was set up in the mid-1990s by the Bowkett family, 
alongside their farm manager at the time and has increased 
through the years to 80 breeding females, one pedigree bull 
and 60 pedigree registered calves. The bull, Chapelton 
Wildfire, has been pivotal in the herd’s breeding programme. 
Bought as an embryo from Canada and jointly owned with 
Donald Biggar of Chapelton Sires, his semen still sells all 
over the world. 
Camilla Bowkett, Estate Manager, said “Croxton Park is 
organic, historic parkland that is typically made up of semi 

improved grassland. It was important to the owners to have a traditional, native and at the 
time, rare breed. 
“The Beef Shorthorn herd thrive on forage and are good for conservation grazing, they have 
excellent maternal traits and they taste delicious!” 
Omer Hassouneh, farm manager, first started working at Croxton Park in 2005, and it was 
shortly after this that performance recording started with the aim of making the herd more 
efficient and to help with selling breeding stock. 
Omer explains “Weighing and scanning helps 
enormously with breeding decisions and also with 
recording the results of past breeding decisions.” 
Over the last 10 years, emphasis has been put on 
reducing mature cow weight and increasing efficiency. 
“We choose our bulls based on their estimated 
breeding values (EBVs) for calving ease, scrotal 
circumference, growth rates and mature cow size, as 



 

well as the physical traits of the bull such as smaller frame size and better conformation,” 
explains Omer.  
Cows are chosen based on their performance, temperament, udder and locomotion. Artificial 
insemination (AI) is used on heifers and other breeding females that are related to the current 
stock bull, and is performed by the herd’s vet practice.  
"We are surprised and delighted to win the award.  It's great to be recognised for our efforts 
and gives us the confidence to carry on trying to improve the herd," Mr & Mrs Bowkett 
concluded. 
 
New round of funding for DIY AI course available  
Funding for the AHDB Beef & Lamb DIY artificial insemination (AI) courses has been 
extended, with a further 250 places available following excellent uptake of the initiative in 2017.  
The courses have been extended to March 2020 and are available to suckler producers with 
more than 30 breeding females, with 50 per cent of the cost covered by AHDB Beef & Lamb.  
XL Vets Training Services and Westpoint Farm Vets will be delivering the courses at locations 
around the country.  
Amy Fawcett, AHDB Beef & Lamb Knowledge Exchange Manager, said: “It was fantastic to 
see such a positive response to the DIY AI courses earlier in the year, when we had 80 
expressions of interest for 50 course places. Giving producers the ability to perform AI 
themselves enables them to serve cattle at the correct time and reduces service costs. 
Producers can also take advantage of sexed-semen technology to breed their replacements, 
producing high genetic merit animals that will perform well in their herds.”  
The funding will also be available to final year agriculture students who can demonstrate how 
they will use the skills gained on the course in their future career.  
For more information including how to book on a course, see 
www.beefandlamb.org.uk/returns 

 
British Cattle Breeders Club and Conference 22nd to 24th January 
2018 Farming and Genetics 
 Let's inspire the next generation is the theme chosen by the current 
BCBC Chairman Andy Dodd for the next British Cattle Breeders 

Conference. The 2018 conference will celebrate the club's 70th Anniversary, and will be held 
once again at the Telford Hotel & Golf Resort, Shropshire from 22nd-24th January. 
The conference will focus on practical cattle breeding whilst inspiring the next generation of 
cattle breeders. The line-up of speakers includes Andrew Ward MBE, Mark Smith, Mark 
Roach, Prof. David Kenny, Alison Glasgow, Lars Nielsen, Heather Wildman, David Corrie-
Close, Roger Hildreth, Dan Weigel, Dan Burling, Matthew Jackson, Chris Proudfoot and Prof. 
John Dupré, all covering a variety of topics from fertility and profitable management within the 
suckler herd, genomics in beef and dairy, getting the next generation involved and genome 
editing of livestock.  
The Society is pleased to offer five free conference places to young members (under 40) to 
attend the beef day on Tuesday 23rd January.  The full programme and online booking is now 
available at www.cattlebreeders.org.uk Places will be offered on a first come first served basis, 
just contact telephone 07399 452015 or email jobailey@beefshorthorn.org to reserve your 
Society place. 
 
Semen Sales – we frequently receive enquiries for semen and are now able to offer a free 
service to advertise your straws online via our website.  Please telephone Barbara Webster 
on 01738 622478 or email info@beefshorthorn.org and confirm bull details, straw prices, 
whether it is for UK sale only i.e. collected on farm, or export standard i.e. collection centre, 
and if bulls are royalty sires, the additional fee.  All enquiries and sales are directly between 
vendor and purchaser and the Society will accept no liability for any losses. 
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Beef Student of the Year 2018 – many thanks to our members who are kindly opening their 
farms to host 60 entrants from 13 universities and colleges who are taking part in this year’s 
challenge.  Many of the lecturers are also taking their whole year group along to learn of the 
advantages of using a Beef Shorthorn to produce the ideal suckler cow. The results will be 
announced at the Great Yorkshire Show and the winning undergraduate essay and further 
education podcast or video will be available online. 
 
Health and Safety – please remember to notify your insurer in advance of any event taking 
place on your farm, whether it is a herd visit or car parking for a wedding.  Many insurers will 
require a simple risk assessment and guidance can be found here: www.hse.gov.uk/risk/risk-
assessment-and-policy-template.doc rtfr 
 
Forthcoming Society Sales and Shows 
Sunday 4th February - AGM at12 noon in the Lomond Room, United Auctions, Stirling 
Monday 5th February - Stirling Bull Sales to include the first part of the Coldrochie dispersal 
Friday 2nd March - Carlisle Early Spring Society Sale 
Monday 8th May - Stirling Bull Sales to include the second part of the Coldrochie dispersal 
Wednesday 16th to Saturday 19th May - Balmoral Show 
Friday 25th May - Carlisle Spring Society Sale  
Thursday 21st to Sunday 24th May – Royal Highland Show 
Tuesday 10th to Thursday 12th July – Great Yorkshire Show 
Monday 23rd to Wednesday 26th July – Royal Welsh Show 
 
Stop Press – dates to be confirmed 
Members’ Roadshow at the Barwood Herd by kind permission of Paul Coates 
A Development Day at the Stonehills herd by kind permission of Geoff Riby 
 
We wish all members a happy New Year and look forward to seeing members in 2018. 
 
 
 

 


